
The Silver Lake Management District Board of Directors is actively monitoring proposed legislation 

aimed at regulating wake-enhanced boating across Wisconsin. One of the most recent and widely 

supported proposals—championed by Wisconsin Lakes and the Last Wilderness Alliance (WL/LWA) 

- calls for a statewide standard that would allow wake-enhanced activity only on lakes that meet three 

key criteria within a “wake sports area”: 

• Minimum depth of 30 feet 

• At least 700 feet from shorelines, docks, and other lake users 

• A contiguous area of at least 100 acres suitable for safe operation 

These thresholds are based on scientific studies showing that wake boats can resuspend sediments in 

water up to 33 feet deep and that their waves can travel hundreds of feet, causing shoreline erosion and 

habitat disruption. 

The proposal also calls for additional certification of ballast tanks to prevent the discharge of antifreeze 

into lakes and the transfer of invasive species. 

The eastern bay within Silver Lake would provide an area appropriate for wake surfing (shown on the 

map below – wake sports area).  This area has depths of 40-55 ft and would meet or exceed the 700 feet 

from shoreline requirements.  If the WL/LWA proposal were to become the statewide standard, the area 

designated as the wake sports area would NOT meet the requirement for 100 contiguous acres (only 

totals 33 acres).   

In advance of any state wide legislation, the Board will be proposing a voluntary community guideline 

to proactively protect our lake while allowing responsible recreation.   

Designate the area within the eastern bay as the Wake Sports Area - the preferred zone for 

wake-enhanced activity. 

This area offers: 

• Adequate depth to minimize sediment disruption 

• Distance from shorelines to reduce erosion and protect wildlife 

• Room for safe maneuvering without disturbing other lake users 

We will be asking wake boat users to limit their activity to this zone and avoid wake surfing near 

shorelines, docks, or shallow areas. This isn’t about banning wake boats—it’s about preserving the lake 

we all love while allowing space for responsible recreation. 

The Board will continue to track legislative developments and collaborate with groups like Wisconsin 

Lakes and the Last Wilderness Alliance to ensure Silver Lake’s needs are represented. Additional 

information and a broader communication plan will be forthcoming prior to the 2026 boating season. 

We invite you to share your thoughts with the Board via the Silver Lake website / or email 

wautomasilverlake@gmail.com 

Together, we can ensure Silver Lake remains a place of beauty, balance, and shared enjoyment 

Wisconsin Lakes - Last Wilderness Alliance Wake Sports Area 

http://www.wautomasilverlake.com/
https://mailchi.mp/9d163d8f5a2e/newsletter-spring-14220098?e=2b7f2f4eca


 

 


